


Stewardship

“ The responsibility for taking good care of resources entrusted to us ” 



(Poster for the 2005 San Clemente Historical Society Annual meeting)



(Original art work from the cover of the 1938 Dedication Ceremony program)
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Miramar Facts

❖ Built in 1938 by Strang Bros. 

- General contractors for most of Ole Hanson’s 

“Spanish Village by the Sea” Vision!

- Was built at a cost of $75,000 !!

- Had an opening day count of 682 seats

❖ Designed by Architect Clifford .A. Balch

- Designed with stressing excellent sound, comfortable seats, and 
air conditioning/heating system!

- Seats were placed in rows further apart “than any other theater 
in southern California” for comfort.

- Featured Loge seating! A luxury at the time for an additional 
5cent charge! 

- Designed to have the very best possible film Projection.

- The Auditorium featured sound absorbent plaster.



Miramar Facts (cont.)
- Auditorium was designed with excellent acoustical qualities.

- Featured 2 Simplex projectors with peerless arcs & the latest 

RCA sound apparatus.

❖ Originally Operated by Pacific States Theaters Inc. 

- the project was spearheaded by the partnership that had 
previously built up and later sold what became known as the Fox 

West Coast Theater chain

❖ Originally named “The San Clemente Theater”

❖ Double Features at 35cents! for Gala Opening day Thursday May 12th

- Deanna Durbin in “Mad about music” 

& Alice Brady in “Good-bye Broadway”

- Many prominent celebrities in the motion picture and    business circles 
were rumored in attendance.

❖ Operated as a movie theater till 1984

❖ Listed on the City of San Clemente’s Designated Historical Structures List
in 1996

❖ Was used to Premier Surf movies and showcase bands in the late 80’s

-Was sold out over two days in 1989 when it featured 

Jeff Neu’s “San Clemente Locals”

surf movie.



Strang Bros.

(Original advertising from the 

1938 Dedication Ceremony program)



Strang Bros. (cont.)
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❖ He worked in the offices of L.A. Smith ( L.A. Smith had 
been mentored by Architect S. Charles Lee the most 
renowned Architect for Movie palaces and Theaters). 

❖ In the early 1920s, when Smith died Balch forming his 
own firm with engineer Floyd Stanberry completed many 
of the theatres on which Smith had been working and 
many more of his own after that.

❖ Balch specialized in theatres, most designed under his 
own firm’s credentials. (There is only one record to a 
non-theater project ever designed by him.) 

C.A.Balch (and the firm of Balch&Stanberry)



Other Classic movie theaters designed by architect Clifford A. Balch

Name Location Status Screens
5th Avenue Theatre Inglewood, CA Closed 1
Adams Theatre San Diego, CA Closed 1
Alameda Theatre East Los Angeles, CA Closed 1
Aztec Theatre San Diego, CA Closed 1
Edwards Century Theater San Gabriel, CA Closed/Demolished 1
El Rey Theatre Los Angeles, CA Open 1
Esquire Theatre Hollywood, CA Closed 1
Four Star Theatre Los Angeles, CA Closed 1
Fox Dome Theatre Santa Monica, CA Closed/Demolished 1
Fox Pasadena Theatre Pasadena, CA Closed 1
Fox Riverside Theater Riverside, CA Closed 1
Fox Studio City Theatre Studio City, CA Closed 1
Glendale Theatre Glendale, CA Closed/Demolished 1
Golden Gate Theatre East Los Angeles, CA Closed/Demolished 1
Hollywood Theatre Hollywood, CA Open 1
Lido Cinema Newport Beach, CA Open 1
Lido Theatre Los Angeles, CA Closed/Demolished 1
Lido Theatre Riverside, CA Closed 1
Ritz Theater Escondido, CA Closed 1
San Val Drive-In Burbank, CA Closed/Demolished 1
Starlite Drive-In South El Monte, CA Closed/Demolished 1
State Theatre Pomona, CA Closed/Demolished 1
United Artists Inglewood Theatre Inglewood, CA Closed/Demolished 1
United Artists Long Beach Theatre Long Beach, CA Closed/Demolished 1
United Artists Pasadena Theatre Pasadena, CA Closed 1

C.A.Balch (cont.)
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Images of other Theaters by Balch&Stanberry



Images of other Theaters by Balch&Stanberry (cont.)



Boom of Theaters in the 1930’s
- Families Flocked to the neighborhood 
movie theaters every time the features 
changed, usually three times a week, was a 
way of life, even though our economy was 
beset by the Great Depression. 

- Theater operators scheduled "Bank Night" 
prizes drawings to attract more customers. 
There were "Dish Nights," too, at which a 
piece of china was given to the viewers the 
same night each week, eventually making 
up an entire dinnerware set. 

- Era’s theaters were designed to transport 
audiences to fanciful, faraway places with 
their Art Deco, Egyptian & Chinese motifs, 
bringing a unique dimension to the movie 
going experience. 



Boom of Theaters in the 1930’s (cont.)

- It was a time of dashed dreams and lost 

fortunes and movies and their show houses 
provided Depression America with much 
needed Escapism. 

- Yet movies were more than mere 
escapism. Most films of the depression 
years were grounded in the social realities 
of the time.

- Americans united in the face of despair-
escaping their troubles with dance 
marathons, helping each other on the hard 
road from the Dust Bowl to California's 
"Promised Land", and rallying behind the 
revolutionary policies of FDR's New Deal. 

- It also proved America's resilience & hardship as it was met by hope, and tragedy 
was answered with daring plans. 





A Community’s Theater!
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!! Tragic Close Call !!
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