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Stewardship

“ The responsibility for taking good care of resources entrusted to us
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(Poster fo;‘ the 2005 San Clemente Historical Society Annual meeting)



(Original art work from the cover of the 1938 Dedication Ceremony program)
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Miramar Facts

* Built in 1938 by Strang Bros.
- General contractors for most of Ole Hanson'’s
“Spanish Village by the Sea” Vision!
- Was built at a cost of $75,000 !!
- Had an opening day count of 682 seats
% Designed by Architect Clifford .A. Balch

- Designed with stressing excellent sound, comfortable seats, and
air conditioning/heating system!

- Seats were placed in rows further apart “than any other theater
in southern California” for comfort.

- Featured Loge seating! A luxury at the time for an additional
5cent charge!

- Designed to have the very best possible film Projection.

- The Auditorium featured sound absorbent plaster.




Miramar Facts (cont)

- Auditorium was designed with excellent acoustical qualities.
- Featured 2 Simplex projectors with peerless arcs & the latest
RCA sound apparatus.

% Originally Operated by Pacific States Theaters Inc.

- the project was spearheaded by the partnership that had
previously built up and later sold what became known as the Fox

West Coast Theater chain
% Originally named “The San Clemente Theater”
% Double Features at 35cents! for Gala Opening day Thursday May 12th
- Deanna Durbin in “Mad about music”
& Alice Brady in “"Good-bye Broadway”

- Many prominent celebrities in the motion picture and business circles
were rumored in attendance.

% Operated as a movie theater till 1984

% Listed on the City of San Clemente’s Designhated Historical Structures List
in 1996

«» Was used to Premier Surf movies and showcase bands in the late 80’s

-Was sold out over two days in 1989 when it featured

I~ W ” f ”"./“H.( \ %
Jeff Neu's “San Clemente Locals o CLETH N K
Sl

surf movie.
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Strang Bros.

LEMENTE THEATRE

(Original advertising from the
1938 Dedication Ceremony program) po




Strang Bros. (cont.)

CONTRACTORS

22 €Al BARINO
SAM CLEMENTE - CALIFORNMIA

(Original advertising from the
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1938 Dedication Ceremony program) (( ( ( H[ (Il [ § Wl




C.A.Balch (and the firm of Balch&Stanberry)

% He worked in the offices of L.A. Smith ( L.A. Smith had
been mentored by Architect S. Charles Lee the most
renowned Architect for Movie palaces and Theaters).

% In the early 1920s, when Smith died Balch forming his
own firm with engineer Floyd Stanberry completed many
of the theatres on which Smith had been working and
many more of his own after that.

% Balch specialized in theatres, most designed under his
own firm’s credentials. (There is only one record to a
non-theater project ever designed by him.)




C.A.Balch (cont.)

Other Classic movie theaters designed by architect Clifford A. Balch

Name

Location

5th Avenue Theatre
Adams Theatre

Alameda Theatre

Aztec Theatre

Edwards Century Theater

El Rey Theatre

Esquire Theatre
Four Star Theatre

Fox Dome Theatre
Fox Pasadena Theatre
Fox Riverside Theater
Fox Studio City Theatre
Glendale Theatre
Golden Gate Theatre
Hollywood Theatre
Lido Cinema

Lido Theatre

Lido Theatre

Ritz Theater

San Val Drive-In
Starlite Drive-In

State Theatre

United Artists Inglewood Theatre

United Artists Long Beach Theatre
United Artists Pasadena Theatre

Status

Inglewood, CA

San Diego, CA
East Los Angeles, CA
San Diego, CA

San Gabriel, CA
Los Angeles, CA
Hollywood, CA

Los Angeles, CA
Santa Monica, CA
Pasadena, CA
Riverside, CA
Studio City, CA
Glendale, CA

East Los Angeles, CA
Hollywood, CA
Newport Beach, CA
Los Angeles, CA
Riverside, CA
Escondido, CA
Burbank, CA

South El Monte, CA
Pomona, CA
Inglewood, CA
Long Beach, CA
Pasadena, CA

Screens

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed
Closed/Demolished
Open

Closed

Closed
Closed/Demolished
Closed

Closed

Closed
Closed/Demolished
Closed/Demolished
Open

Open
Closed/Demolished
Closed

Closed
Closed/Demolished
Closed/Demolished
Closed/Demolished
Closed/Demolished
Closed/Demolished
Closed

U
Y

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1



http://cinematreasures.org/architect/188/sort=photo
http://cinematreasures.org/architect/188/sort=name&order=desc
http://cinematreasures.org/architect/188/sort=location
http://cinematreasures.org/architect/188/sort=status
http://cinematreasures.org/architect/188/sort=screens
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/2177/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/7172/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/2174/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/2273/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/5540/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/1161/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/2358/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/1345/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/2044/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/1974/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/37/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/1920/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/2148/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/1965/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/505/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/511/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/3390/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/9677/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/9784/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/2417/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/10747/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/4392/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/2031/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/2032/
http://cinematreasures.org/theater/2160/

Images of other Theaters by Balch&Stanberry
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Images of other Theaters by Balch&Stanberry (cont.)




Boom of Theaters in the 1930’s

- Theater operators scheduled "Bank Night"
prizes drawings to attract more customers.
There were "Dish Nights," too, at which a
piece of china was given to the viewers the
same night each week, eventually making

up an entire dinnerware set.
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- Families Flocked to the neighborhood
movie theaters every time the features
changed, usually three times a week, was a
way of life, even though our economy was
beset by the Great Depression.

- Era’s theaters were designed to transport
audiences to fanciful, faraway places with
their Art Deco, Egyptian & Chinese motifs,
bringing a unique dimension to the movie
going experience.
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Boom of Theaters in the 1930’s (cont)

- It was a time of dashed dreams and lost

fortunes and movies and their show houses
provided Depression America with much
needed Escapism.

- Americans united in the face of despair-
escaping their troubles with dance
marathons, helping each other on the hard
road from the Dust Bowl to California's
"Promised Land", and rallying behind the
revolutionary policies of FDR's New Deal.

- Yet movies were more than mere
escapism. Most films of the depression
years were grounded in the social realities
of the time.

- It also proved America's resilience & hardship as it was met by hope, and tragedy
was answered with daring plans.
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SAN CLEMENTE THEATRE SAN CLEMENTE, CALIFORNIA
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Played at the Miramar!
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Zone," will make its world premiere
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In the News!

WHAT‘S NEXT?— The Mnramar Theatre, a city landmark at opened in 1938, has been closed for seven months with no
1700 N. El Camino Real, is still up for sale. The theater, which interested buyer in sight.

—News Photo by Mike Kitada
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An artist’s renderi i
ing of the proposed China Healthways Institute expansion project in

North Beach.

City to get a look at CHI

CHI plan OK’

Planning Commission
approves science
center; owner puts
bowling alley and
theater on the market

By Dessie TALANAN
Sun Post News

Richard Lee received praise and ap-
proval from the Planning Commission
Tuesday for his plan to transform a
long-vacant landmark building in North
Beach into a science center. Lee is try-
ing to sell off two historic buildings on
the same Avenida Pico and North El Ca-
mino Real corner for fear his plans
there never will be approved

Lee, owner of the CHI Institute, still
needs City Council and Coastal Com-

mission blessings to finish what he's
started at the old Sebastian’s West din-
ner theater at 140 Avenida Pico. He
knows it could be several months be-
fore he gets the green light to create @
museum with exhibits about Eastern
and Western health philosophies on vi-
tality and healing.

The main sticking point is a waiver of
25 parking spaces. Lee has seven on
Site where the city requires 32
Planning  Commission unanimously
OK'd the request and Lee expects the
City Council to do the same.

He said he’s not sure how the Coastal
Commission will view the project. But
he said the state agency is far likelier to
approve this project than anything he
had planned for the Miramar Theater
and bowling alley, now for sale for $195
million.

Needed parking waivers for Lee's
theater and bowling alley projects
would be significant. Lee doesn't think

d, buildings

the Coastal Commission would justify
the waivers for anything he wanted to
do there, like create business offices,
training rooms and a bed and brealdast.

“The CHI Science Exploratorium is
very much public-oriented,” Lee said.
“1We would need a use like that for the
‘Miramar Theater (complex). We looked
at many possibilities ... but all the plans

the we devised for the Miramar Theater
The (complex) with the parking waivers

would likely not make it through.”

Lee is hopeful the Coastal Commis-
sion will look favorably on his science
center, which would be open to the pub-
Tic and should appeal to the crowd that
frequents North Beach.

“They will probably see this as a use
that fits very well with the beach-going
public so Tam hopeful that they will ap-
prove it because it is something that's
valuable to the coast,” Lee said. “If they
say no then they will stop the project 4

Because the buildings Lee owns have

for sale

historic significance it is unlikely he
could tear down the structures or cour-
tyards in favor of parking spaces. He
has to rely on public spots nearby.
Planning Commissioners on Tuesday

d. expressed concerns about parking but

were pleased with Lee’s willingness to
take on the complicated property and
open his project to the public.

im H:

public
their b
was no different than those.
“tis rare and wonderful. We have an
ho's willing to use this facility
then give the rest back|

and we'll keep
Tee moved his offices last week from|

Rallying to save old Miramar Theatre

| ‘Most recent dream that ex-
ploded was advanced by Ri-
chard Lee, owner of China

he Warner Grand in
San Pedro in all its
restored art deco
splendor could be
Exhibit A to present
to the court - successfully stag-
ing an Alfred Hitchcock re-
vival festival with a week of
“Rebecca,” “The 39 Steps,”
“Sabotage,” “Lifeboat,” “Suspi-
cion,” “Rear Window,” “Mar-
nie,” “The ‘Birds” and so fort
nr ] 0!

JOHN HaLL

HaLL ArRound TowN

regular general business meet-
ing starting at 7:30 p.m. in the
Ole Hanson Room at the Cen-
ter, and the world at large as
well as the membership is in-
vited. Encouraged. Begged.
“We'll have dessert, refresh-
ments and a few surprises,
too,” said Lee. Plus a video re-
play of Santa Barbara architect
Henry Lenny’s earlier presenta-
tion to the group regarding the
oys and glories of keeping his

Healthways Institute, five
years ago. He bought the prop-
erty in a package deal that in-
cluded the also vacant old
bowling alley next door and the
original Casino dance ballroom
and later dinner-theater across
the alley.

The super plan was to con-
vert all of the forlorn trio of dy-
ing relics into the Chi learning

for Chi activities but after
failed attempts to sell the mo-
vie house and bowling alley
sought to bulldoze them to be
more marketable, before the
preservationists rushed in with
their stop-the-music protests. I
don’t intend to throw myself or
my word processor in front of
a bulldozer, but I guess I'm one
of them. So I'll be there Friday
night, too, yelling and hoping
for the best.

The Historical Society




San Clemente,
bservationists are up
hinst factors that

e plagued such

forts nationwide.

[STANLEY ALLISON
s Staff Writer

e Miramar Theatre in
Clemente is from a sim-

, quieter time when a guest
hld see a cartoon, a newsreel

i a double feature for a
rter — 35 cents if you

Inted to sit in the plush,

h-back loge seats.
But over the years, like so
y single-screen movie
ses, the Miramar suc-
bed to the big chains, un-
e to compete with stadium
hting, surround sound and
tiplex venues.
Built in 1937, a Spanish Re-
al design, the cinema is
pty now. No movie has been
own at the Miramar since

mid-1980s, and its owner is
jnking of knocking the place
wn.

A group of residents —

me who worked at the thea-

- in its heyday, some who

Inply admire its place in the

y’s history — is hoping to re-

e the Miramar. But like

lher grass-roots groups try-

7 to bring the cinemas of a

gone era out of retirement,

e San Clemente Historical

hciety has discovered a tough
ity: The old buildings sim-

make for good thea-

Soifthe Miramaris to be re-
hrn, it will most likely be as a
:rforming arts centerorares-
urant.

Don KELSEN Los Angeles Times

THEY WERE THERE: Don and Lois Divel were among the early ushers at the Miramar. It was the scene of their courtship.

one being the potential for
flooding at high tide. The foun-
dation had hoped to raise the
curtain last year, but it is still
several million shy of its goal.
The Port Theatre in Corona
del Mar was recently sold by
someone who had dreamed of
returning it to its former glory

You just can’t knock it down. People don’t
build theaters.these days.’

Fred Divel, preservationist
and son of Don and Lois Divel, above

architectural features?”

Delson said a performing
arts center would have to be
enormously successful to stay
afloat.

But Fred Divel is unde-
terred. He and others in the
historical society believe the
Miramar can sustain itself:

~oming
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toc an

1\/1*"amar Tn:dtrt apd the ne
Clemente »




TUESDAY
July 22, 2003

VOL. 67, NO. 86

A new

idea for
theater:
Church

Pastor presents
one vision dur-
ing historical s
ciety discussion

on how to save
old Miramar

By FRED SWEGLES
Sun PosT NEws

Friday, as mor
people packed a
Center meeting room to ponder
the fate of San Clemente’s
landmark cinema building,
Pondo Vleisides stepped to the
podium and suggested a divine|
idea
A church.
Vieisides, a lifelong Sar
Clemente resident, i
pastor at San Clemente Evan
gelical Free Chur
growing congregation he ¢
has 75 members and about 13(
attendees.
The landmark movie theater
— erected in 1937 — has beer Frep SweacLes, SUN Post NEws
shuttered for the last decade

ne idea after another h: sl = s e 2 . A [ ~ . SR 2 .
| one idea after ancther 3 Ppndo Vleisides addresses a San Clemente Historical Society gathering Friday at the Community Center, describing his vi-
| Reo owner Richard Lee haflill sion for reuse of the former Miramar Theatre. See story on Page 1

! applied to the city for a demoli
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THE MIRAMAR THEATER

3

&

| Who set

Theater owner Terry Hirchag said the
building is an ‘eyesore’ and a ‘magnet

THE DAMAGE: Police believe an arsonist ignited the fire that burned the
been vacant for several years and homeless people had lived there.

for the homeless’ and he’d like to tear
it down and develop the site.

By RACHEL OLSEN
SUN POST NEWS

nvestigators say arson

was the cause of a fire

Monday night at a San

Clemente historical
building.

Orange County Fire Author-
ity Capt. Stephen Miller said
investigators are looking at
suspects. The investigation
could take several days or
weeks, he said.

On Tuesday, workers shifted
through piles of rubbish at the
burned Miramar Theater, on

“The Miramar is
important historically
on so many levels."

MIKE COTTER
SAN CLEMENTE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PRESIDENT

almost the entire walking area.
Broken glass, bikes, a shoe
rack adorned with shoes, a
Saddleback College school
binder filled with papers and
artwork littered the damaged
facility. Children’s toys were
even found on the second story

PAUL BERSEBACH/SUN POST NEWS |

TOYS AND FIGURINES litter a table inside the Miramar The-
ater, 1700 N. Ef Camino Real in San Clemente.

smoke damage.

Terry Hirchag, owner of the
Miramar Theater, worked with
the crew and walked around
the property that had been

led up for the past six

Somehow, he said, individu-
als found their way in. ,

In the year since he pur-
chased the Miramar, Hirchag
said he's boarded up the old
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few weeks ago the
A San Clemente His-

torical Society had

an article in the pa-
br asking people for their
emories of the Miramar
eater. I thought it would be
interesting to
look back at
the interviews
I have done
with longtime
residents and
see how many
of them men-
tioned  the
theater.
These

inter-

wouldn’t dare sit any place
else - sort of the eternal peck-
ing order It would get so
rowdy that they’d hire
rent-a-cops.”

Cliff Russell - “I'd work
some for Mr Strang and
helped him build the movie
theater. You picked up what-
ever jobs you could.”

Don Divel - “Cecil Oathout
and I were the first ushers at
the theater when it opened in
1938. We wore tuxedos to
work.”

AS REMEMBERED BY

Remembering afternoons at the movies

Helen Bogart - “Durino tha
1950s at Christmas tim  ©
had a big party at the
theater. The local mer
furnished gifts for prize

Lee Brown Miller - ¢ 0\ 4
late 1940s, my friends
went to the movies ever
urday or Sunday aftern
cost 14 cents. That v
cents plus 2 cents tax.”

Jeanna Austin Bas
“Every Friday night in t
1950s, my parents woulc

in from onr nnineattia farm
Sun Post News

advancad ta tha tickat hanth ”?

~n my way to the Miramar

ater on Friday night. That

X
Vi

AS REMEMBERED BY

Remembering
Miramar matinees

he Miramar Theater
at the north end of
town had its grand
opening in 1938. The
first program was a double
feature - “Mad about Music”
and “Goodbye Broadway”
plus a Disney cartoon. The
movie house was called the
San Clemente Theater. It
seated 700
and had 150
loges and up-
holstered op-
era chairs.
Recently
the San
Clemente

PATRICIA
HOBBS
HENDRY

ciety asked
local resi-

Historical So- |.

down together, going to the
beach, theater or pool, we all
Jjust walked cross-country so
we thought nothing of it.”

Do you have memories to share
about the movie theater? “As
Remembered By” appears
Thursdays in the Sun Post
News. Write to PH. Hendry c/o
Sun Post news, 95 Avenida Del
Mar, San Clemente, CA 92672.

the place to go with lines
pped around the building
1 kids waiting to go to the

Sl

1e

NTACT THE WRITER: CON-
‘T THE WRITER: "As Remem-
ed by" appears Thursdays in
Sun Post News. Write to P.H.
ndry c/o Sun Post News, 95
ida Del Mar, San Clemente, CA
‘ 92672




Old theaters getting new lives all over

A man named Steve Needle-
man put $3 million a couple of
years ago into refurbishing an
old vaudeville-movie palace
named the Orpheum Theatre,

ing Art Deco classic movie
house in San Pedro, the Warner
Grand, has been doing very
well with well chosen revival
festivals, the most recent being

40-year-old 50,000 pound Wur-
litzer Opus pipe organ shipped
west from the New York Para-
mount, and has been packing
them in for his Monday night

the Warner Grand in San Pedro
and The Bay in Seal Beach can
do it, why not San Clemente’s
1938 Miramar, which is eight
years more historic than the

vintage 1926, at the definitely
unromantic 21st Century ad-
dress of 842 S. Broadway in
formerly decayed and down-
trodden downtown Los An-
geles.

The rest of the family in a
family of entrepreneurs fig-

By the numbers — and the
groans...

Pick a number, any number
- 18, 10 or 9. Record-breaking
tsunamis, killer earthquakes,
lunatic suicide car bombings,

: terrorist

threats and
monster hur-
ricanes, thisis
probably not
the best time
for a celebra-
tion. But what
can you do?
The numbers
keep coming
up with a
smile even in these darkest of
times.

Whichever, excuse, please,

JOHN HALL
HALL AROUND
TOWN

JoHN HALL

HaLL ArRounD Town

an Alfred Hitchcock retrospec-
tive with such as “North by
Northwest” with Cary Grant
and Eva Marie Saint, “Rear
Window” with Jimmy Stewart
and Grace Kelly, and “Vertigo”
with Stewart and Kim Novak.
The historic Bay Theater on

LOCAL LOOK
These are dark times, so ... let’s celebrate!

it’s Happy Anniversary to me
today in triplicate. It was 18
years ago this month that I set-
tled in on old Ramona in South
San Clemente after 21 years in
Placentia following earlier res-
idences in North Hollywood,
L.A’s Crenshaw District, Van
Nuys, the Hollywood Hills, Pa-
lo Alto, the Stanford Delt
House and Burlingame after
growing up on the corner of
42nd Place and Grammercy in
South Central Los Angeles,
then known as Southwest Los
Angeles before the west ex-
ploded and went further west.

Ah, Placentia, the only town
to name a street after me. It
was grand by Tri-City Park
and the lake, but San Clemente

was calling with an old siren
song. I was almost born in San
Clemente. My mother was vis-
iting her parents, my grand-
parents, Tom and Violet Mur-
phine, when she went into la-
bor. Dr. Garnet B. Grant hadn’t
quite finished building the
original San Clemente Hospi-
tal he founded, so he drove my
mother and what eventually
turned out to be me to Angelus
Hospital in L.A. Dr. Grant also
had offices and a home in old
Hollywood, but got no further
than downtown L.A. before he
realized it was time to stop and
unload all his passengers. Sure
enough, it was April 19, 1928.
So it was nearly two years be-
fore 1 became a Great Depres-

series of silents complemented
by the rousing organ music.
Loderhouse purchased
nearly 50 silent comedy clas-
sics starring Laurel and Hardy,
Charlie Chaplin and Buster
Keaton this summer, and it’s
likelv now that this innovative

sion Era Baby via the Great
Wall Street Crash of October
1929. Hey, that’s another signif-
icant anniversary to pounce
upon this month.

I may have mentioned it be-
fore that my grandfather was
the first mayor of San Clem-
ente and one of Ole Hanson’s
several partners, including
Ham Cotton, who subdivided
the virgin cattle land and rang
the starting bell to get all this
‘excitement off and running.
Murphine and Hanson met
while serving in the state of
Washington legislature. When
Ole was mayor of Seattle, my
grandfather was director of
public utilities. They left Seat-
tle together to build a tract of

Bay?

Whatever, as we said here

Tuesday, the fever grows for
bringing the historic San Clem-
ente movie house, closed since
1989 when its most recent at-
tempted revival failed, back to
life as another of those single

homes in Southwest L.A. and a
hotel in Santa Barbara before
getting to San Clemente.

My initial memories of San
Clemente as a 4- and 5-year-old
were of visiting often from
L.A., a spectacular Fourth of
July party firing off skyrockets
from the bluff in front of my
grandparents home slightly
north of Calafia Beach and di-
rectly East of Seal Rock, going
fishing via a launch off the pier
to a classic old barge that was
anchored a mile or so out in the
blue, being quarantined with
the measles in one of the guest
bungalows at the Cotton es-
tate, later the Western White
House, while all the grownups

SEE HALLe® PAGE 7




El Portal Theatre
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WHEN WE LOSE
A HISTORIC PLACE,
WE LOSE A PART OF

WHO WE ARE.

To learn how you can help protect
places in your community visit:

NationalTrust. org
I-800-315-NTHP
HISTORY IS IN OUR HANDS.
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